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Thornbury Active Leisure Centre celebrates completed swimming pool 
refurbishment 
 
The swimming pool at Thornbury Active Lifestyle Centre has reopened following a major 
refurbishment to upgrade its infrastructure. 
 
The improvements will not only extend the lifespan of Thornbury swimming pool but will 
also bring environmental improvements in energy efficiency. 
 
The pool refurbishment will result in annual energy savings of £20k through the 
investment in more efficient and environmentally friendly heating, lighting and 
ventilation systems.  
 
After closing on November 4th, the reopening follows investment by South 
Gloucestershire Council in partnership with Circadian Trust, aligning their commitment 
to create a greener future. 
 
The pool is a focal point of the local community, and the work has helped secure the 
long-term provision of swimming in Thornbury. 
 
Circadian Trust, which operates Active Lifestyle Centres is a charity, reinvesting every 
penny of profit back into its services, ensuring continuous improvements and creating 
healthy communities from the ground up.   
 
The Trust operates five Active Lifestyle Centres across the region, including Thornbury, 
Yate, Kingswood, Longwell Green, and Bradley Stoke.  
 
Key improvements include: 

 A new air handling unit with full heat recovery, enhancing the pool hall 
environment while reducing energy use and carbon emissions. 

 Refurbished pool tiles and updated pool walls, giving the facility a fresh and 
modern look. 

 Replacement of all lighting, windows, and internal and external doors, 
maximising energy efficiency and sustainability. 

 A refreshed look for the iconic multi-coloured pods – known affectionately as 
‘The Smarties’ – which have been resprayed for the first time since their 
installation more than 40 years ago! 

 



Mark Crutchley, CEO of Circadian Trust, said: “Thornbury swimming pool has been a 
huge part of our community for 46 years. With this refurbishment, we’re delighted to 
bring the pool into a new era, ensuring it meets the expectations of our members and 
our commitment to sustainability. 
  
“These improvements will not only enhance the experience for users but also 
contribute to our environmental goals. We’re thrilled to see the pool back in action and 
can’t wait to welcome everyone back.” 
 
Councillor Adam Monk, cabinet member for Corporate Resources at South 
Gloucestershire Council, added: “It’s great news that the pool has reopened after this 
refurbishment. It will now serve future generations of people in Thornbury as it’s served 
them for the past 46 years. 
 
“It’s also really positive to see it as part of an invaluable investment in energy efficiency, 
which will save money, but also be far better for the environment.  
 
“It’s through practical steps like this that the council and Circadian Trust can help 
preserve our infrastructure and protect our communities for years to come.” 
 
In 2024, Circadian has also fitted 495 solar panels at its Bradley Stoke centre and have 
just completed a solar panel installation at Longwell Green. Four of the five Active 
Lifestyle Centres in South Gloucestershire now have solar panels installed, continuing 
its commitment to being as energy efficient as possible.  
 
Ian Jones, Director Building and Environment, said: “Our Green Team has worked 
relentlessly over the past 18 months to ensure all our systems and facilities are as 
efficient as possible coming out of the pandemic. 
 
“Being a charity means that the cost and energy benefits are passed on directly to our 
members, customers and the wider community. 
 
“The reopening of Thornbury pool is a fantastic way to start off another year of giving 
back and helping keep both our people and our world as healthy as possible.” 
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About Circadian Trust 
Circadian Trust is an innovative social enterprise and independent charity managing five Active Lifestyle 
Centres across South Gloucestershire in Yate, Bradley Stoke, Thornbury, Longwell Green, and 
Kingswood. Its mission is to inspire active lifestyles and make a positive difference to communities in the 
region. 
 


